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ENGLISH 
 
 

PROPOSAL FOR DEHONIAN EDUCATION 
 
 
Introduction 
 

A College (or School) X.X. is defined as a learning centre whose titular entity is the 
Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart (SCJ). As a religious institute, the 
Congregation provides its centre, whether it is directed by religious or lay people. It gives its 
identity to the educational thrust.  

The Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart was founded in1878 by Fr. John Leo 
Dehon in order to attend to many of the needs surrounding him, among which was the need for 
education. Here are some of the qualities which Dehonian education should have:  

- It involves the whole person. 
- It brings a balance. 
- It strives to give a formation for life. 
- It is connected with society. 
- It forms committed men and women who are capable to assume responsibilities in 

society. 
- It shows itself open especially to the most needy. 
- It is a privileged medium for evangelization. 
College (or School) X as a school of the Priests of the Sacred Heart is located in the midst 

of society in the framework of a pluralism of educational options and as a liberating centre for 
parents and of any educational group. But it is also immersed in its social environment. It 
searches there for the most adequate and realistic ways to be critically part of that 
environment, and to transform it by  making it more just, human, and personal. 

Its basic educational objective is the development of persons in their psycho-physical, 
emotional, intellectual, moral and religious dimensions. But It is also committed to educate 
toward real responsible liberty and unselfish participation in the building up of a free, 
pluralistic and democratic society. 

We want the framework of our educational activity to be defined by the geographical, 
social, cultural, political and ecclesial environment, so that it may  give an adequate response 
to the needs of the whole person of the students (children, adolescents, youth) who are the 
reason for the existence of our school. 

To this purpose, in our teaching and our extracurricular educational activities we want: 
-  To discover the characteristics proper to one’s region and community, and make them 

known to the new generation. 
-  To raise awareness of the specific local values in a climate of integration and openness 

to all people and cultures. 
-  To be part of one’s socio-cultural context through the learning and use of one’s 

language and through the cultivation of the customs and culture of one’s country. 
-  To assure that students and families know their own environment, and the geographical, 

historical and social features that mark it, and to feel responsible for building up the 
local community and giving life to it. 
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This insertion into the socio-cultural reality of our region and our country, and the 
commitment to be of service to people are a concrete expression of our Christian identity and 
of the evangelizing vocation of our school. 

Each school has a particular context. For this reason, each school develops its own 
contextual identity and critical attitude. 

 
 
 

I. The School 
 
“Every person has a right to education. Education should be free, at least as far as the 
elemental and basic instruction is concerned. The elemental instruction will be obligatory. 
Technical and professional instruction will have to be generalized; access to superior 
studies will be equal for all, in function of respective merits.  
Education will have as goal the full development of the human personality and the 
strengthening of the respect for human rights and for basic freedoms; it will favour 
comprehension, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all ethnic or religious 
groups; and it will promote the development of the activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace. 
Parents will have the preferential right to choose the type of education that will have to be 
given to their children”  (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, n. 26). 
 
“Since all are endowed with the dignity of the person, All people of any race, condition and 
age have the inalienable right to an education which responds to their own goal, to their 
character, to the differences of sexes, adapted to the culture and the traditions of their 
country, and open to fraternal relationship with other peoples, in order to foster true unity 
and peace on earth. True education pursues the formation of the human persons in order to 
their ultimate goal and, at the same time, to the welfare of the societies of which the people 
are members and in whose obligations they will take part, once they become adults” 
(Gravissimum Educationis, art.1). 
 
All have a right to education. This right entails the right to attend a school which favours 

the full development of the person for each and everyone of the students, the critical insertion 
in their social environment and the preparation for their professional life. 

The school has a basic value and importance among all the educational institutions of our 
society. In fact, it is the social institution which more than any other complements the 
educational action of the family. 

Society promotes those schools that guarantee to all people the exercise of the right to 
education. For this reason, schools have as mission to respond to the various objectives that 
determine the extent of this basic right. 

Therefore, the school should pursue the following objectives: 
-  To promote the integral formation of students in collaboration with their parents or those 

legally responsible for them. 
-  To favour the development and the enrichment of their bio-psychological, socio-cultural 

and transcendent dimensions.   
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-  To enable the students to read and interpret the world with a critical and creative 
attitude. 

- To awaken and raise their sense of responsibility and help them to take coherent 
personal decisions. 

-  To prepare the students to act personally and in solidarity with others to transform the 
world.  

Through this educational activity the school  helps the students to become the protagonists 
of their own education, to grow in all aspects of their personalities, to love, to live together 
and to build a more human world in accordance with the liberating perspective of the gospel 
which leads to the highest aim of their lives: the supernatural perfection in God (cf. L. Dehon, 
Oeuvres Sociales IV, p. 276 ff). 
 
 
 
II. The Catholic School  

 
“She establishes her own schools because she considers them as a privileged means of 
promoting the formation of the whole man, since the school is a centre in which a specific 
concept of the world, of man, and of history is developed and conveyed” (The Catholic 
School, 8). 
 
“The Church has always been aware of the fact that education is an essential element of its 
mission... Within the Church, consecrated persons have a specific task in this field since 
they are called to introduce into the educational horizon the radical testimony of the goods 
of the Kingdom, proposed to all people” (Vita Consecrata, 96). 
 
The Catholic Church has the permanent duty to discover and study the signs of the times 

and to interpret them in the light of the gospel in such a way that it can respond to the 
perennial questions of humankind by adapting itself to each generation. 

To carry out this mission it presents itself in the world of culture, not only through its 
members, but also through institutions and centres that promote the social and the cultural.  

Therefore the Church creates and offers society its own schools. Through education, and to 
the extent possible, these schools: 

-  Further the integral formation of the students in accord with a Christian conception of 
the human being, of life and of the world, and prepares them to participate in the 
transformation and betterment of society. 

-  Impart a religious education which, in content and quality, is adapted to the orientations 
of the Catholic Church. 

-  Propose a synthesis between faith, culture and life. 
-  Collaborate responsibly and with solidarity to favour those values which make our 

society more human and more just. 
-  Promote a faith education in respect and freedom for whoever desires it through 

catechesis, community living and celebration. 
-  Create an atmosphere which favours witness and evangelizing action of believers, and 

direct them to become part of ecclesial movements and services. 
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-  Understand education as a shared mission and, therefore, value it as a positive 
contribution to evangelization whether or not it is carried out by priests, and religious or 
lay Christians. It is their duty not only to transmit knowledge but to be models of life, 
teaching what they are living and living what they are teaching. 

In all this the Educational Community follows the orientations  and the pastoral criteria of 
the Diocese. 

 
 
 

III. The Dehonian Catholic School 
 
“The Christian school must be considered as the first apostolate in all countries where the 
Church enjoys liberty. Catholics must promote and support those schools” (L. Dehon, op. 
cit. II, 257). 
 
“To educate a Christian is not only to give him notions of human sciences which help 
obtain  a position in life [...] Before all else, it is to create in him a noble and great 
character, pure customs, strong virtues. It is to form in him the faith that opens 
understanding to the invisible world, the hope that strengthens the heart with the 
perspective of a deserved happiness and the love that turns to God perceptible amid the 
cold shadows of life” (L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 278). 
 
Faithful to the spirit of Fr. Dehon, our Founder, and to the mission that he assigned to our 

institute, we understand our educational activity to be a privileged field of evangelization. 
The pastoral style and educational system of Fr. Dehon have had a positive influence upon 

the schools of the Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart. 
For this reason our schools are authentic places of evangelization in the Dehonian manner, 

when they promote the attitudes that flow from the expressions: “Ecce Venio”, “Sint Unum” 
and “Adveniat Regnum Tuum”. 

 
 
Ecce Venio 

 
The expression “Ecce Venio” means for us that we have perceived the gratuitousness of 

God’s love, which brings about attitudes of availability, generosity, insertion, as well as 
openness and attention to the needs of others, in short, love as a response to God’s love. 

Therefore, Dehonian education: 
-  Starts with accepting one’s own body. In the process of one’s own humanization each 

person grows if he or she affirms one’s corporality  (cf. L. Dehon, Oeuvres Sociales, IV, 
277). 

-  Is directed towards the complete development of the human being, to the capacities of 
body, mind and soul (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 277-278). 

-  Includes the religious dimension in education. It introduces a life of personal faith, the 
sacraments and the celebrations of the faith. Looking at the wounds of Christ, through 
which salvation came to the world, Dehonian education recognizes in the fragility of 
humanity, in its wounds and failures, a human reality which can lead to a profound 
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encounter between God and the human being, and to salvation (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 
278). 

-  Strives to form not only persons but authentic committed Christians (cf. L. Dehon, op. 
cit. IV, 278-279). 

-  Values a high standard of formation.  It forms the senses, sharpens the intellect, invites 
creativity and forms the heart, The young people will be stimulated to utilize their best 
talents in order to grow in the awareness that those talents do not belong to them, but to 
use them for the well-being of others (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 277-278; 36l). 

 
 

Sint Unum 
 
This expression refers to the values of intimacy, communion, family spirit, participation of 

all, reconciliation, capacity for welcoming and openness to others. These make our communal 
life one of the most important hinges of human life. 

As a consequence, Dehonian education: 
-  Understands the heart as a mystical symbol of the incarnation of God, an event that, on 

the one hand, stimulates solidarity with and for others and, on the other hand, points to 
the union with God as the highest realization of human life (cf. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 277-
278 and I, 3).  

-  Produces love for the Church. Together with love for the Church goes love for working 
in the field of vocations for religious and priestly life  (cf. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 270-273;  
278). 

-  Demands a spirit of community. The community celebration of feasts of the school, of 
saints, jubilees and other special occasions creates ties of communion and a feeling of  
belonging together (cf. H. Dorresteijn, Leven en persoonlijkheid van Pater Dehon, 
Maastricht 1949, 75-76). 

-  Looks for work in common between Dehonian religious and lay people. Together they 
assume the task of education in the service of youth and are disposed to work in a 
responsible way, each in accordance with  their own vocation. 

-  Values the new forms of communication media as means for human understanding and 
proclamation of the gospel (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. II, l95ff). 

-  Educates towards hospitality and welcoming (cf. Association Amicale des anciens élèves 
de l’institution Saint-Jean, 8 août 1897, p. 24-26; L. Dehon, Voyage autour du monde, 
11, 365). 

-  Desires that once the students have finished their studies at the Centre, they can look 
back at their education as a basis of their whole human and religious formation, so that 
as alumni they may maintain a close connection with the centre  (cf. Association 
Amicale des anciens élèves de l’institution Saint-Jean, 8 août 1897, p. 31). 

 
 

Adveniat Regnum tuum 
 
This refers to the attitudes that harness the actions and commitment of persons and of the 

community in their search for and the attainment of a better world in accordance with the 
values of the Gospel. This attitude translates into effective social commitment, into working 
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for Justice and Peace, into actions of reparation as expression of our solidarity with all people, 
into work that humanizes and is understood in the binomial: learning-action or contemplation-
action. We try to give an education for citizenship, being agents of change for the building of a 
new world, spreading and living the social thinking of the Church. 

Therefore, Dehonian education: 
-  Has an option for the integral formation of the young, from a Christian understanding of 

the human being, of life and of the world, and prepares them to participate in the future, 
in the transformation and betterment of society (cf. L. Dehon, Oeuvres Sociales  IV, 
270-271). 

-  Has a missionary spirit. In dialogue the gospel is transmitted to others (cf. L. Dehon, op. 
cit. IV, 278-279). 

-  Stresses respect for the beauty of creation and for a responsible awareness of  the 
preservation of creation (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 365-366). 

-  Takes care that the education in its entirety constitutes an encounter between faith and 
culture (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 273). 

-  Educates towards personal responsibility, the sense of duty and the capacity to assume 
responsibilities both in society and in the Church (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit. IV, 361). 

-  Pursues the salvation of society through Christian associations. It supports unions and 
testimonies of solidarity that come forth from the spirit of the gospel (cf. J. Haas, P. Leo 
Dehon. Sein soziales Wirken. Sein Sühnen, Freiburg 1955, p. 66). 

-  Aspires at making the Reign of God present  in souls and society. It attempts to bring a 
sense of justice in personal relationships and in social, economic and political structures, 
and to develop a profound sensibility toward existing injustices and an active awareness 
of socio-political commitment toward the  positive transformation of society and of the 
world (cf. L. Dehon, op. cit  I, 3 and V-1, IX ). 

All what has been proposed in this Proposal for Dehonian Education, in order that Christ 
may be the Heart of the world, that we may be witnesses to his love, and that the students may 
experience that God is near. 

 


